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Table 31.  Prescribed Burns Completed in the Dillon Planning Area since 1982 
         

Project Name Area Approximate Acres Approximate Year 
Swamp Creek Big Hole 150  1982 
Gravellys Virginia City Area 150  1983 
Timber Gulch  Timber Gulch 400  1984 
Centennials Price Creek Unit 7 40  1985 
Centennials Lima Reservoir 200  1986 
McCartney Mtn.  McCartney Mtn. 600  1986 
Gravellys Nevada City 300  1988 
Medicine Lodge Poole Creek 400  2000 

 
 

Table 32.  Fire Regime Classifications 
 

Regime Fire Frequency Fire Effect to dominant 
above ground vegetation 

Representative Ecosystem 

Fire Regime I 0-35 years Low severity dry pine and juniper forests 
Fire Regime II 0-35 years Stand replacement grassland/shrubland 
Fire Regime III 35-100+ years Mixed severity shrubland and mixed conifer forests 
Fire Regime IV 35-100+ years Stand replacement lodgepole pine and dry Douglas-fir 

forests 
Fire Regime V 200+ years Stand replacement high elevation whitebark pine, 

spruce-fir, and Pacific coastal 
forests 

 
toward a climax condition with various densities 
and have several layers in the understory 
(Fischer and Clayton 1983). With an increase in 
competition for sunlight, moisture, and nutrients, 
disease and insect infestations become more 
prevalent, causing an increase in dead woody 
fuel loads which in turn cause greater fire 
severity. 
 
Moist Forests 
 
Conifer species that dominate these wetter or 
moister habitat types are Douglas-fir, lodgepole 
pine, spruce, and subalpine fir.  The majority of 
the moist forests fall within the wetter of the 
Douglas-fir habitat types.  Fire is important in 
these types as a thinning agent and as a stand 
replacement agent.  Historically, low to 
moderate severity fires converted pole-sized or 
larger stands to a fairly open condition (Fischer 

and Clayton 1983).  Fire returned to these areas 
approximately every 40 to 100+ years, 
dependent upon the habitat type and associated 
moisture level.  Natural fires generally 
underburned in Douglas-fir stands. Mosaic burn 
patterns would occur where steep slopes 
encouraged patches of stand replacing fire.  Fuel 
loading is generally less than 15 tons per acre, 
but can exceed 15 tons per acre if fire has not 
entered the area for long periods of time, or 
where a large stand replacing fire killed the 
overstory vegetation.  Natural fires in lodgepole 
pine, subalpine fir, and spruce ranged from 
mixed severity to stand replacing events.  These 
forests have fire return intervals greater than 100 
years (Fischer and Clayton 1983).   
 
Fuel Conditions 
 
Fuel conditions are one component of the fire 


